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Abstract:

Cosmic events had both positive and negative impacts on life on earth since the beginning of
time, starting from the beauty and magnificence of the rainbow to the most hazardous UV Rays and
cosmic rays, etc.

In fact, cosmic phenomena makes life on earth possible and at the same time threatens such life.
Together with natural phenomena, cosmic phenomena were the essential reason behind the emergence
of religions and myths. It is not possible to tell with accuracy when human beings started being
religious. The oldest evidence of religious ideas among humans is the ritualistic burial of the dead. The
Neanderthals (40,000 BC) knew how to bury their dead as they knew how to manufacture tools.

Religion is different from Mythology in terms of its subjects and activities. However, they both
share many aspects; they both refer to a system of beliefs that are highly significant to a certain
society, and they both give explanations for sacred, metaphysical and supernatural phenomena. Myths
are one aspect of religion. Religion, on the other hand, is a broader term; in addition to mythical
stories, it includes ritualistic aspects, ethics, theology, and Sufi experiences. Normally, Mythology
accompanies certain religions. For instance, Greek Mythology is closely related to religion for Ancient
Greeks. When the Myth loses its religious system it certainly loses its direct connection to society, and
starts to be distant from its sacred significance, slowly turning into a legend, or some kind of folklore.
Religion is belief in what is metaphysical, supernatural and sacred. Religion is also closely related to
the prevalent ethical codes of a society, as well as the values and establishments related to such belief.
Myth, on the other hand, is popular belief or tradition in which heroic or idealistic meanings for
society are embodied, etc.

Myth has occupied thinkers throughout history; first, as a narrative pattern without knowing the
narrator, the audience or the reason, and second, as the meaning of images and fantasies of the myth
and its intent. Hence, myth has become an inseparable part of nations' identities. It is even said that
nations are born from the womb of myth, which represents the collective memory of nations.

In this regard, the research demonstrates the aspects of Greek myths and their symbols, with
analysis and demonstration of their aesthetic values. The researcher also tackles the emergence and
development of religious belief, examining how religion is related to myth and the elements they have
in common. This is carried out through a demonstration of the development of religious thought and
symbolic significance in religion and mythology, how this reflected in the enrichment of art
appreciation, and how artists were influenced by Greek mythology in their works of art.

Research Question:
How can art appreciation be advanced through analyzing symbolic significance and aesthetic
values in both divine mythology and Greek mythology?

Research Objective:
Analyzing symbolism and aesthetic values of both divine and Greek mythology to find common
elements, with the aim of enriching art appreciation
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