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1 Wilson,Eva: " Islamic Design " — The British Museum — London — 1988 — p: 12.
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The role of contemporary design in supporting of
identity and facing the artistic Westernization

The cries of the Great Powers led by the United States of America went up loudly to demand
cultural merging. They claimed that Western art is the gateway to evolution and universality.
This poses challenges and impediments to the cultures and arts of the Arab nation, so the
research seeks to confirm the necessity of activate the role of contemporary design in
supporting of artistic identity especially the Islamic ones as a common factor among the
peoples of the nation. This is by asking about: what is the role of contemporary Arab
design in supporting of artistic identity and facing the Cultural Westernization?
The research dealt with four axes to answer this question:

1. The most important challenges that face the artistic identity in the context of the
Cultural Westernization: which were mainly represented in the ideological and
cultural challenges.

2. Aesthetic values and philosophical concepts of the designs of the Islamic artistic
heritage: that based on the doctrine of monotheism, the desire to make beauty and
independence. It was characterized by hatred for the depiction of living beings,
abstraction, symbolism, geometry, repetition, diversity and unity, and the
transformation of the poor into values.

3. The effect of the Islamic art heritage on the arts of the West: where Islamic art
with its unique personality influenced the arts of the Renaissance in the West and its
influence extended to the era of modern art.

4. The role of contemporary Arab design in supporting of artistic identity and
facing the Cultural Westernization: Through this axis the researcher put the light on
patterns from contemporary Arab design and analyzes the design in some patterns of
the work of three contemporary Egyptian artists have devised new aesthetic
formulations and symbols that have absorbed the variables of the times and retained
their Islamic intellectual references.
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